| By Kathy Gurchiek 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Children’s toys littered the yard 
between the plain white home of 
Jerri Lynn Cliver and her two 
children and the brick home of her 
parents, Carl and Mary Jo Delph, 
Route 1, Dugger. A case of Royal 
Crown Cola sat on the doorstep at 
one side of the house. 

Inside the home late Friday night 
Donald L. Clayton, 38-year-old 
boyfriend of Mrs. Cliver, was found 
face down on a bedroom floor. Police 
believed he died immediately from 
gunshot wounds. 

Jerri Lynn was found Friday night 
on the kitchen floor of her home, 
with bullet wounds to the right-hand, 
chest and abdomen. Her daughter, 
Carly, 5, and son Caleb, 2, were 
believed to be in the living room at 
the time of the incident, next door 
neighbors said. The neighbors, 
Miller and Margaret Hale were first 
on the scene along with Mrs. Cliver’s 
parents. 
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State Police Trooper 
, 31, is being sought in 


Mrs. Hale said she was watching 
a television show when Mrs. Delph, 
dressed in her nightgown, ran next 
door, shouting for help. 

“Jerry shot Jerri Lynn!” Mrs. 


Clin ivtelsGird 


‘Jerry shot Jerri 
Lynn!’: Mother 
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Delph wa. Mrs. Hale, then col- 
lapsed. Mea, -Hale called the am- 
bulance, witick then contacted. the 
police departingnt... — 

Miller Hale hurried next door. The 
children were carried to the Delphs. 
Jerri Lynn was conscious the entire 
time, Mrs. Hale said. 

Jerri Cliver was twice divorced 


from the trooper and recently began’ 


dating Clayton. Clayton, also 
divorced, was employed at Peabody 
Coal Co. and lived with his mother, 
Garnet Clayton, Route 2, Linton. 

Jerri Cliver’s dayshift job as 
nurse’s aid at Miller’s Merry Manor, 
Sullivan, included feeding, bathing, 
dressing and keeping residents of the 
convalscent home happy, said aide 
Karen Hollingsworth. 

Quiet, easy-going is how Holl- 
ingsworth described Mrs. Cliver. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hale has lived-next 
to the Delphs since 1970. Mrs. Hale 
said the trooper’s ex-wife is a quiet 
person and close to her parents. She 
said Trooper Cliver had a history of 
harassing Jerri Lynn, and that the 
Delph’s had the backyard home built 
for their daughter to help ensure her 
safety. 

Collaborating on the murder 
stories was Tribune-Star cor- 
respondents Patty Wright, of 
Sullivan, and Cheryl Bickel, of 
Jasonville. 
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By Donna Christenberry 
_Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


DUGGER — Indiana State trooper Jerry W. 
Cliver, 31, turned a pizza party into tragedy tere 

Tiday night when he reportedly shot his ex- 
wife, Jerri Lynn Cliver, 30, and her boyfriend, 
Donald L. Clayton, 38, as the Clivers’ 2-year-old 
son and 5-year-old daughter looked on. 

The shooting took place in Mrs. Cliver’s home 
gnout one-half mile east of Dugger on Indiana 


Clayton, Route 2, Linton, was pronounced 
dead at the scene. Mrs. Cliver remained in 
critical condition at the intensive care unit in 
Regional Hospital Saturday night. 

An autopsy at Wishard Memorial Hospital 
Saturday showed that Clayton died of two or 
possibly three gunshot wounds. The bullets 
-exploded when they went in, leading to the 
opinion that jacketed hollow-point bullets were 
used in the shooting, although investigators 
failed to find any complete slugs at the scene. 
Ballistics tests were not yet available on the 
caliber of gun used. 

Sullivan County Prosecutor John Elmore will 
file charges of murder and attempted murder 
against Cliver, according to a statement 
Trog from the State Police post at Terre 

aute. 


The 10-year veteran of the Indiana State 
Police had called his ex-wife at her home at 9:30 
p.m. Friday about picking up the children the 
next morning for visitation, said Mrs. Cliver’s 
parents Carl and Mary Jo Delph. 

Mrs. Cliver’s residence is behind the Delph 
home. At 10:30 p.m., Cliver drove up unex- 
pectedly. Mrs. Delph heard the car and saw 
Cliver stalk toward the house and kick open the 
front door. Mrs. Delph said she screamed at 
Cliver and saw that he was holding a handgun. 
He ignored her calls and proceded to shoot at 
we people inside. She recalled seven shots being 

ired. 

Mrs. Delph said the off-duty trooper fled the 
scene in an ISP car. He then went to the home 
of his present wife, Amy Noble Cliver, in 
Sullivan and exchanged the ISP car for a 1974 
Chevrolet Malibu. The car was described as 
having a black vinyl top, blue body and red 
driver’s door. 

Mrs. Cliver was hit once in the chest, once in 
the right hand and once in the abdomen, 
according to Trooper Charles Ellis. Her parents 
said the most serious injury is a damaged liver, 
although wounds were also received in a kidney 
and the lungs. 

Relatives are caring for the children. 

Ellis said that helicopters were being used in 
the search for Cliver’s car. He said Cliver knows 
the area well and is well versed in police 


pith 


procédures — used, increasifig: the- difficulty 
whether law enforcement offtéers will be able 
to locate him. rA 

A state police guard has been Maced on Mrs. 
Cliver in the intensive care unit ofthe hospital 
and other troopers. are combing her ex- 
husband’s known hangouts. Aa i 

Cliver was assigned to the Jasper district for 
six years, voluntarily transferred to Terre 
Haute for four years, then tragsferred voluntari- 
ly back to Jasper Jan. 1. 

The Clivers separated last April. Mrs. Delph 
said Cliver fought the divorce before it became 
final in November. 

Mrs. Delph was bewildered by her ex-son-in- 
law’s actions Friday. She said he had threatened 
her daughter, not wanting her to have anything 
to do with other men, but she thought once 
Cliver remarried the harrassment would stop. 

“He didn’t want her, but he didn’t want 
anyone else to have her,” Mrs. Delph said. 

Mrs. Cliver and Clayton had known each other 
a few weeks and had been dating, according to 
her parents. They described him as an ‘‘A- 
Number 1 guy.” Engagement plans had been 
discussed. : 

Cliver remarried a few weeks ago. While 
spending part of his time at his new wife's 
residence in Sullivan. he also maintained an 
apartment in Jasper. Troopers are required to 
have a residence within the district they serve. 
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Cliver was 


suspected 


of burning own home 


By MAX JONES > z4 


Times Editor ó ~ao “Ff 
Per ra Du by Tms 

As Saturday wore on, Jerry W. Cliver 
became a household name throughout the 
Wabash Valley. The name belonged to an 
Indiana State Police trooper wanted in con- 
nection with the fatal shooting of one per- 
son and wounding of another in a rural 
Sullivan County home near Dugger. 

But if Cliver’s name had not become a 
familiar one this past weekend, it may 
have, just the same, before this week was 
over. 

Cliver was to have been the target of a 
grand jury investigation in Sullivan Circuit 
Court beginning Wednesday. He was one of 
25 witnesses subpoenaed to testify before 
the six-member body. 

Cliver was suspected of setting fire to his 
own home at R5 Sullivan on January 31. 
Evidence had been compiled over the past 
few weeks, with state fire marshal in- 
vestigators determining the fire had been 
deliberately set. 

Since the first of this year, Cliver’s life 
had undergone several changes. He was 
transferred out of the Terre Haute state 
police post to the Jasper post. Then there 
was the fire at his home, where he had lived 
alone since being divorced from his first 
wife last year. He also had an agen! in 
Jasper. 

Two weeks after the fire, he hed 
Amy J. Noble, Sullivan. 

Last Friday night, police say he crashed 
through the front door of his ex-wife’s home 
and shot her companion, Don Clayton, to 
death. He then critically wounded his ex- 
wife, Jerri Lynn Cliver. The entire incident 
occurred while his children, Carly, 5, and 

Caleb, 2, were in the small home. 

Police have found two, two-page notes 
written by Cliver prior to the shooting, said 
Prosecutor John Elmore. Neither contains 


~ the-word. suicide, but there are indications _ to. the Terre. Haute area, a s 


in them that Cliver may have been con- 
sidering such action, he said. 
Cliver is a native of Dugger and a 


- graduate cf Union High School. He is a ten- 
- year veteran of the state police. He served 


his first six years at the Jasper post, then 
transferred to the Terre Haute district and 
was assigned to Sullivan County. 

His request for a transfer from the area 
last year was denied, said his former super- 
visor, Robert McClure. “I denied his 
transfer. I will not transfer a poor quality 
performer,” McClure said. “His perfor- 
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Jerry W. Cliver 


mance was not meeting my expectations.” 

A few months later, Cliver again re- 
quested a transfer. Since the Jasper 
district had a trooper requesting a transfer 
wap vapa 
ed out. > 

McClure said he could not ela nortan on 
Cliver’s work record or circumstances 
leading up to the transfer. 

Though he had been involved in con- 
troversy within the department, those who 
had dealt with him in police work thought of 
him as well-trained and intelligent. 

“He’s highly skilled in technical 
maneuvers,” said Sullivan County Coroner 
William Tennis. “He’s always been con- 
sidered by his peers very intelligent and 
very skilled in police training.”’ 
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By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


DUGGER — Indiana State Police 
resumed the manhunt this morning 
for a co-worker, trooper Jerry W. 


Cliver, 31. who reportedly shot his 


former wife and murdered her 
boyfriend late Friday night. 

“Weather permitting, state police 
aircraft will return to the air in 
Sullivan County in an attempt to 
locate the automobile driven by 
Cliver. 

Cliver reportedly broke into the 
home of his former wife, Jerri Lynn 
Cliver, 30, and shot her and her 
boyfriend, Donald L. Clayton, 38, 
Linton. Witnessing the shooting were 
the two Cliver children, a 2-year-old 
son and a 5-year-old daughter. The 
Clivers were divorced last Nov- 
ember. 

Investigators said Cliver, a 10- 
year veteran of the state police, is 
armed and considered extremely 
dangerous. He is thought to be 
driving a 1974 Chevy Malibu, blue in 
color with a red door. The car has 
Indiana license prefix 77A. 

Sullivan County Sheriff David 
Jones said Sunday night “it was very 
strange” that Cliver’s car hasn’t 
been spotted by someone since 
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Friday night. 

Jones said he hasn’t ruled out the 
possibility that Cliver may have fled 
to the homeof a friend in California. 

A spokesman for the state police 
post in Terre Haute also said Sunday 
evening that Cliver’s automobile has 
not been spotted. The officer 
declined to speculate about whether 
Cliver may have fled the county or 
even the state’ 

Police agencies in Terre Haute 
and-other, surrounding _coramunities, 
have been given a description of 
Cliver and the automobile he is 
driving 

Formal charges of murder and 
attempted murder are scheduled to 
be filed today in Sullivan Circuit 
Court against Cliver. 

Mrs. Cliver, 30, remains in critical 
condition in the intensive care unit in 
Regional Hospital. 

Uniformed officers are posted at 
the hospital to ensure protection for 
Mrs. Cliver. 

She was shot twice and possibly 
three times by her gun-wielding 
former husband, police said. 

Clayton, police said, was shot at 
least two times and was killed 
instantly. 

Investigators theorize that Cliver 
used hollow-point ammunition in the 
handgun he fired. 
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Trooper charged 1 in 


murder of Linton 


Y Oum wads ( Ald 


man is still at large 


By MARK BENNETT > _ d 

Times Reporter 3 ee Ty 

Du Liven fbr ie Tyme A 

The minute Amy Noble Cliver saw her hus- 
band Jerry walk into their Sullivan home, she 
knew something was wrong. 

“He stood at the door for a minute. He was 
kind of shaking,” she testified in Sullivan Cir- 
cuit Court this morning. ‘I noticed, as soon as 
he walked in, something was wrong. I could 
tell by the look on his face. 

“He said, ‘You won’t believe what I’ve 
done.’ 


“And I said, ‘Why, what’ve you done.’ 

“And he said, ‘I shot Jerri Lynn and her 
boyfriend.” 

Jerri Lynn Cliver, 30, was Jerry W. Cliver’s 
ex-wife. Jerri Lynn’s companion, Don L. 
Clayton, was with her at her Dugger residence 
Friday night. 

Clayton, 38, and Jerri Lynn were shot at ap- 
proximately 10:30 p.m. Friday. Clayton was 
killed. Jerri Lynn is currently in critical condi- 
tion at Terre Haute Regional Hospital’s inten- 
sive care unit. 

A warrant for the arrest of Jerry W. Cliver, 
an Indiana State Police trooper on charges of 
murder and attempted murder was issued by 
Circuit Court Judge George E. Taylor ina pro- 


‘bable cause hearing this morning. Cliver is 
* still at large. 


Amy Cliver, who married the 10-year ISP 


veteran February 16 this year, testified her 
husband was home from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. Fri- 


day. 
“He was perfectly all right — in a good 


` mood,” she said this morning. 


Cliver left his house at 9 p.m., however, tell- 
ing his wife he was going to Dugger to ‘‘get a 
couple drinks.” He was driving his state police 
car, Amy said. 


At 9:30 p.m., Mary Jo Delph’s telephone 
rang. Her daughter, Jerri Lynn Cliver, 
answered the call in her home, which is in her 
parent’s backyard. Both phones rang because 
Jerri Lynn’s phone is an extension of the 
Delph’s. 


Delph heard her ex-son-in-law’s voice say, 
“This is Jerry.” 

As she sometimes does, Delph said she 
listened in on a few minutes of the conversa- 
tion between her daughter and Cliver. Delph 
heard no hostilities. 

Cliver asked about picking up the couple’s 
two children, Carly, 5, and Caleb, 2, for a visit 
Saturday morning. Cliver said he was going to 
buy Carly a record for the phonograph he had 
recently bought her. 


The conversation did not alarm Delph, so 
she hung up her end of the line. But she 
testified that Cliver’s voice gradually began to 
sound ‘‘nervous.”’ 


Amy Cliver testified that when Cliver 
returned home that night, he said he had call- 
ed Jerri Lynn and heard “her boyfriend’s 
voice in the background.” 

After hanging up the phone, Delph said she 
kissed her husband Car] goodnight, and went 
to bed. 


She was startled by “a horrible sound” at 
about 10:30 p.m. Delph looked out her 
bedroom window and saw Cliver enter the 
front door of her daughter’s home. Cliver had 
apparently kicked the door open. 

Then she heard two shots. 

Delph screamed and awoke her husband, 
and ran screaming and Waving her arms from 
her house towards her daughter’s home. Delph 
was halfway there when she heard three more 
shots. 

Seconds later, ‘Cliver came running out of 
the house. Delph screamed at him. He ap- 
parently ignored her. ‘‘He acted like he had no 
knowledge of my screams,” she testified. 

Cliver ran into the nearby woods. 

Delph entered the house. 


There she saw the two children sitting in 
front of the television, exactly where they 
were two hours earlier when she had come to 
Jerri Lynn’s door to borrow a cake pan. One 
was crying, but both were unharmed. 

However, in the kitchen, Delph found her 
daughter crying and moaning, surrounded by 
a pool of blood. Jerri Lynn’s hand had been 


i 
shot, and she had chest and abdominal 
wounds. Sullivan @unty Coroner William 
Tennis said she had been shot twice. 
Delph cage | called a relative for 
help. 


Later, police rake Clayton, R2 Linton, 
dead, face down, with his neck hung over a 
hobby horse in the clildren’s bedroom. Tennis 
said Clayton had been shot three times and 
died instantly. 

Except for tube socks, Clayton was found 
unclothed. Jerri Lynn was covered by a sleep- 
ing bag. : 

An autopsy performed Saturday at Wishard 
Memorial Forensic Hospital in Indianapolis 
indicated the bullets used were ‘‘high caliber, 
copper clad; hollow-point shells,” Tennis said. 

Loyd Heck, in charge of the ISP investiga- 
tion, said he got a brief statement from Jerri 
Lynn in the intensive care unit this morning 
confirming that her ex-husband had shot both 
her and Clayton. 

Sullivan County Prosecutor John S. Elmore 
called Jerri Lynn’s statement “a very, very 
important development.” Evidence up to that 
point had all been circumstantial, he said. 

Jerri Lynn and Clayton had apparently 
began dating recently. She and Cliver were 
divorced for the second time late last year. 


A “massive manhunt” is currently under 


way to find Cliver, Eimore said. He is being 
considered ‘‘extrefhely dangerous,” and 
police guards, have 


given to Jerri Lynn, 
the hospital, the children, giren yemi La i ao 


ple Cliver knew. 


There have been no solid leads to his 
whereabouts, Elmore said. There have been 
some ‘‘crank calls” however. 

The prosecutor said anyone with any infor- 
mation to his location should call the Terre 
Haute State Police Post. 


Cliver left his current wife’s home in. her 
blue 1974 Chevy Malibu with a black vinyl top 
and red driver’s side door. He left his police 
car, which he had reportedly been driving 
while in Dugger prior to the shooting, at Amy’s 
home. 


zs aca 


| 


Low Ke 5A 


Unga sYa] 


‘Something 
wrong’ 


Corg 


munity Ariairs THe 


my 


ES MAR 2 7 158 ° ope 
Trooper’s wife testifies 
against Cliver in shooting 


By Patty Wright 


Tribune-Star Correspondent 


SULLIVAN — Charges of murder 
and attempted murder were filed 
Monday morning against Jerry W. 
Cliver, 31. 

Cliver, an Indiana State trooper, is 
accused in the shooting of ‘his ex- 
wife, Jerri L. Cliver, 30, and the fatal 
shooting of her boyfriend, Donald L. 
Clayton, 38, Linton, in Dugger on 
Friday night. 

During a probable-cause hearing 
Monday morning in Sullivan Circuit 
Court, testimony was taken from 
Jerri L. Cliver’s mother, Mary Jo 
Delph; Jerry Cliver’s present wife, 
Amy Noble Cliver; county Coroner 
William Tennis, and Indiana State 
Police Detective Loyd W. Heck. 

Delph testified she saw Cliver fire 

„the shots. As she ran toward her 
daughter’s house, Delph said Cliver 
ran past her, away from the house. 

Amy Cliver said her husband left 
their home in Sullivan around 9 p.m. 
Friday, saying he was going to 
Dugger for a couple of beers. She 
said he returned around 11 p.m. 

“He stood at the door for a 
minute. He was kind of shaking,” 
she testified Monday. ‘‘I noticed, as 
soon as he walked in something was 
wrong. I could tell by the took on his 
faces} pees 

“He said, ‘You won't believe what 
I’ve done.’ 

“And I said ‘Why, what have you 
done?’ Fr 


A 
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“And he said, ‘I shot Jerri Lynn 
and her boyfriend.” 

Cliver then told Amy Cliver he 
was taking Amy’s car. Amy Cliver 
said she told him he couldn’t take her 
car. 

She said Cliver said he had to, 
because they would be looking for 
him in his state police car. He then 
told her to tell his brothers he 
wanted them to be his pallbearers. 

Tennis testified as to the position 
and condition of Clayton’s body when 
he arrived on the scene. 

Heck testified he visited Jerri 
Cliver at 7:30 a.m. Monday at her 
bedside in Terre Haute Regional 
Hospital. He said he asked her if she 
knew who shot her and Clayton. She 
replied ‘‘yes.’’ When he asked her 
“‘who?,’’ she replied, ‘‘Jerry 
Cliver.” 

Jerri Cliver is under state police 
guard in the intensive-care unit in 
Regional Hospital. Her condition 
was listed serious Monday evening, 
improved from critical. Her two 
children are in protective custody. 

Sullivan County Prosecutor John 
Elmore said that between the time 
of the phone conversation between 
Cliver and his ex-wife and the 
shooting. Cliver radioed for a check 
on the license number of a vehicle 


-parked at the murder scene. 


Elmore said that in his present 
mental and emotional state, Cliver is 
considered extremely dangerous. 

Elmore said it is believed Cliver 
is still alive and in the area. 
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Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Aided by a helicopter and a fixed- 
wing airplane, Indiana State Police 
combed Sullivan County on Monday 
in an attempt to find Trooper Jerry 
W. Cliver, —8ł- wanted for the 
shooting of his ex-wife and killing of 
her boyfriend. 

The search for Cliver will continue 
today, Indiana State Police public 
information officer Charles Ellis 
Said. 

Ellis said Cliver has not been'seen 
or heard from since the Friday night 
shooting inside Jerri Cliver’s home 
in Dugger. 

Murder charges were filed Mon- 
day in Sullivan Circuit court against 
Cliver for the fatal shooting of 
Donald L. Clayton, 38. Linton. 

Attempted-murder charges were 
also filed against Cliver for shooting 
his Jerri Lynn Cliver, 30. She 
remains confined to the intensive- 
care unit of Terre Haute Regional 
Hospital. 

Initial reports indicated the Cliver 
children, ages 2 and 5, may have 
witnessed the shooting. The 
children, police said, were asleep on 
‘the living room floor when their 


father kicked in the door and began 
shooting. 

Ellis said investigators found 
Clayton dead on a bedroom floor. 
Clayton suffered two and possibly 
three gunshot wounds. 

Jerri Cliver was found by police 
lying on the kitchen floor. She had 
been shot at least twice, in- 
vestigators said. 

Police said that Cliver may have 
used his state police service re- 
volver, a .357-caliber Magnum, to 
shoot Clayton and his former wife. 

Cliver had reported the loss of his 
service revolver recently and had 
been given a new weapon. Tests to | 


determine if either gun was used in , 


the shootings are being conducted," 
state police said. 

State police, Ellis said, are issued 
.357 Magnum revolvers. The stan- 
dard. ammunition issued to state 
police, Ellis said, is hollow-point 
.307-caliber bullets. 

Ellis said the state police cruiser 
driven by Cliver was recovered 
shortly after the shooting incident. 

Ellis said a shotgun, identification 
credentials belonging to Cliver and a 
state police radio were found inside 
the vehicle. 

Cliver’s service revolver was not. 
recovered, Ellis said. : 
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STAR STATE REPORT 

Sullivan, Ind. — A fugitive Indi- 
ana State Police trooper accused of 
shooting his former wife and killing 
her companion may have commit- 
ted suicide, officials said Tuesday. 

While a nationwide search con- 
tinued for Jerry W. Cliver, officials 
considered the possibility that the 
state trooper has killed himself. 
That possibility surfaced after offi- 
cials found two long notes in 
Cliver’s abandoned patrol car. 

“From the tone of the notes, I'd 
say it was pretty clear he was very 
upset over a lot of things and that 
he may have had a death wish,” 
said Sullivan County Prosecutor 
John Elmore. 


THE NOTES, addressed to 


Cliver’s wife and former wife, de- 
tailed a number of Cliver’s personal 
problems, Elmore said. The prosecu- 
tor, however, did not elaborate on ` 
the details. 

Cliver is wanted in connection 


cinetCreminele § 


may have" commi 
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with the prg shootlits of Donald 
Clayton, 38, Linton, and the wound- 
ing of Jerri Lynn Cliver, 30, Dugger. 
Police have been searching for 
Cliver since Friday night when he 
allegedly broke into his ex-wife’s 
home and shot the couple. 

Clayton died at the scene. 
Cliver’s ex-wife, who was shot in the 
chest and abdomen, was’in critical 
condition Tuesday in Terre Haute 
Regional Hospital. 

AFTER THE shootings, Cliver 
returned home and told his wife of 
five weeks, Amy Noble Cliver, that 
he had shot the couple. 

“She said he kind of hollered 
that he’d see her in their next life 


tted suicide 


Fé be 
and told her he wanted his brothers 
as his pallbearers,” said Sullivan 
County Coroner William Tennis. “He 
never used the word suicide, but 
that’s the impression he left her 
with.” 

Cliver was last seen Friday 
night, leaving his wife’s house in her 
blue 1974 Chevrolet, officials said. 


Prosecutor Elmore said Cliver 
was to have become the target of a 
grand jury investigation that was 
scheduled to begin today. Elmore 
said Cliver was suspected of setting 
fire to his former home here on Jan. 
31. State fire marshal investigators 
determined the fire had been 
deliberately set, Elmore said. 


Cliver could kill 


again: Commander 


Fugitive Indiana State trooper 
Jerry Cliver is ‘‘a very dangerous 
person. There's no doubt he will kill 
again, even kill a law-enforcement 
officer if necessary,” Lt. Robert 
McClure, commander of the Terre 
Haute Post, said Tuesday. 

A manhunt continues today for 
Cliver, 31, who is wanted for the 
attempted murder of his ex-wife, 
Jerri Lynn Cliver, 30, and the 
murder -of Donald Clayton, .-38, 
Linton, last Friday in Dugger. 

Murder and attempted-murder 
warrants. were issued Monday in 
Sullivan Circuit Court for Cliver, a 
10-year ISP veteran. 

Jerri Cliver remained in serious 
condition. Tuesday night in the 
intensive-care unit of Regional 
Hospital. State police are guarding 
Jerri Cliver’s hospital room. Her 
two children, ages 2 and 5, are also 
under police protection. 

Cliver reportedly broke into the 
home of his ex-wife, shot her at least 
twice and gunned down Clayton. 
Police said both may have been shot 
with a state-police issue .357-caliber 
magnum service revolver loaded 
with hollow-point .357 bullets. 

State Police Tuesday confirmed 
they found two notes inside Cliver’s 
police cruiser. One of those notes 
was addressed to his wife, Amy 
Noble Cliver. Sullivan, while the 
other was addressed to his ex-wife. 

Elmore said the notes confirm 
Cliver was upset about a number of 
things. 

Investigators said Cliver appeared 
despondent after he returned to his 
home in Sullivan Friday night and 


| told his wife of five weeks, that he 


had just shot his ex-wife and her 
a 
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Cliver target 
of jury probe 


SULLIVAN — In the early morn- 
ing darkness of Jan. 31, the Sullivan 
Fire Department was called to a fire 
at the Jerry Cliver residence, four 


miles southwest. of heres 2.4 se 


Less than an hour after the 
firefighters returned to Sullivan, 
another call came that the house was 
ablaze again. 


Both calls were made by a 
neighbor who lived across the road 
from the log house. Firefighters 
returned to the scene to find the 
house a total loss. 

Sullivan Fire Chief Skip Hochste- 
tler called the state fire marshal’s 
office to investigate. Hochstetler 
said it is standard procedure for him 
to call the state fire marshal 
whenever a firefighter’s or a law- 
enforcement officer’s house burns. 
The fire was ruled arson. 


A grand jury is scheduled to 
convene at 10 a.m. today to hear 
testimony on two possible arson 
cases. Cliver’s house fire is one of 
the two. 

Cliver, according to Sullivan Coun- 
ty Prosecutor John Elmore, knew he 
was the target of a grand-jury 
investigation 


boyfriend. 

Cliver then exchanged the cruiser 
for his wife's 1974 Malibu 
automobile. The car is blue in color 
with a red door. 


FBI joins hunt 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
agents - joined local and state 
authorities in the manhunt Wednes- 
day for fugitive Indiana State Police 
trooper Jerry W. Cliver. Cliver, who 
is considered armed and dangerous, 
is wanted for murder and attempted 
murder. 

Cliver, 30, has eluded law-enforce- 
ment authorities since Friday night, 
when he reportedly broke into the 
Dugger home of his ex-wife, Jerri 
Lynn Cliver, 30, wounding her and 
fatally shooting her boyfriend, 
Donald Clayton, 38, Linton. 

Jerri Cliver remains in serious 
condition. in. Terre. Haute. Regiona! 
Hospital. She is under protective 
custody, as are her two children, 
ages 2 and 5. 

Reports of a car matching the 
description of the one Cliver was 
driving the night of the shooting 
were investigated Wednesday by 
state police in Sullivan and Clay 
counties. 

Cliver is thought to be driving a 
blue 1974 Chevrolet Malibu with a 
black vinyl roof and a red door on the 
driver’s side. The car has Indiana 
license 77A6400, according to Indiana 
State Police information officer 
Charles Ellis. 

Two of the reported sightings 
occurred in the Dugger area, while 
the third involved sighting a man 
fitting Cliver’s description in the 
Clay City area, Ellis said. Cliver, 
who has a mustache, is described as 
6 feet, 3 inches tall, weighing 230 
pounds. 

A car said to match the one used 
by Cliver reportedly was seen in 
Lebanon about 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
according to a police dispatch 
Wednesday afternoon. The sighting 

could not be confirmed, Ellis said. 


JERRY W W. CLIVER 
Sought in in shootings” 


“We check everything out,” Ellis 
said. ‘‘We need the public's help.” 

The FBI became invoived when it 
filed a warrant Thursday for un- 
lawful flight to avoid prosecution. 
The warrant was filed since the 
possibility exists Cliver may have 
crossed state lines, an FBI agent 
from the Indianapolis office, said. 
The warrant was filed with U.S. 
Magistrate Jordan D. Lewis-of Terre 
Haute. 

Cliver’s military records from the 
U.S. Marine Corps are being 
procured by the FBI to assist the ISP 
in its investigation, Ellis said. 

Investigators found Clayton dead 
on a bedroom floor, Jerri Cliver was 
in the kitchen. Police said each was 
shot at least twice by a large-caliber 
handgun, possibly a .357 Magnum. 

State police are issued .357 
Magnum revolvers. 
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Authorities pressed their search 
Thursday without a clue to the 
whereabouts of fugitive Indiana 
State Police Trooper Jerry W. 
Cliver, accused of murdering his ex- 
wife’s boyfriend. 

“We're still searching,” Trooper 
Charles Ellis said. “There have been 
no new leads, nothing to go on.” 

He refused to comment on the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s 
participation in the manhunt as the 
search was widened out of state 


se this week. 

Cliver, 31, is charged in the 
murder of Don L. Clayton, 38, and 
attempted murder of ex-wife. Jerri 
Lynn Cliver, 30. Both were found 
shot last week at her Dugger 
residence. 

Meanwhile, evidence was ordered 
sealed Thursday following a grand 
jury investigation into the cause of 
two fires at Cliver’s log-cabin house 
near Sullivan on Jan. 31. 

A state fire marshal's investiga- 
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tion is reported to have determined 
that the fire was the result of arson. 

Sullivan Circuit Court Judge 
George E. Taylor granted Sullivan 
County Prosecutor John Elmore’s 
motion requesting evidence be 
sealed. 

Sullivan Fire Chief John “Skip” 
Hochstetler said Cliver was at the 
scene after the fire broke out the 
first time and was with neighbors 
hours later when the second fire 
broke out. 
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Cliver loses, ISP badge; 


sought in twos 


C rine 
INDIANAPOLIS — Jerry Cliver, 
the’ Indiana State trooper being 
sought in the attempted killing of his 
ex-wife and the killing of her 
boyfriend in Dugger, was dismissed 
from the ranks of state troopers 
after an administrative hearing 
Saturday afternoon. 
Cliver had been suspended from 
duty immediately after the incident. 
State Police Superintendent John 
Shettle ane other high-ranking ISP 
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Was RES the ad- 
miitistealive hearing at 5 p:m. to 
hear the charges against Cliver: and 
to give Cliver a chance to defend 
himself if he showed up. 

When Cliver did not appear, he 
was found guilty as charged and 
dismissed. 

The four charges against him 
were: homicide, battery, attempted 
homicide, and breaking and entering 
while armed. 
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By Patrick’ J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A .357-caliber Magnum revolver 
thought to have been the weapon 
used by former Indiana State Police 
trooper Jerry..W..Cliver—in the 
shooting of his ex-wife and murder 
of a Linton man was found Sunday 
near Evansville. 

The gun was found alongside 
railroad tracks running parallel to 
U.S. 41 north of Evansville, accord- 
ing to ISP First Sgt. Don Null. The 
identity of the person who found the 
gun was not revealed, but was said 
to be an employee of the Seaboard 
System Railroad. 

Null said the gun was issued to 
Cliver after the former trooper 
reported his other service revolver 
had been stolen while he was in 
Indianapolis. 

The gun is being sent to the ISP 
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laboratory in Indianapolis for 
ballistic analysis. 

Finding the gun in Evansville, 
Null said, supports the theory that 
Cliver fled the state shortly after he 
shot his former wife, Jerri Lynn 
Cliver, 30, and killed her boyfriend, 
Donald L. Clayton, 38, Linton. The 
shooting occurred in Jerri Cliver’s 
home at Dugger on March 30. 

Jerri Cliver was listed in stable 
condition Monday night in Terre 
Haute Regional Hospital, where a 
supervisor said she was ‘doing 
fine.” 

Last week the FBI joined in the 
search of Cliver after a federal 
magistrate issued a warrant charg- 
ing Cliver with being a fugitive. 

Cliver was dismissed from the 
ranks of the state police Saturday 
after he failed to show for an 
administrative hearing in In- 
dianapolis. 
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x-trooper’s victim wishes 


he had been found 


By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The ex wife of fugitive former 
` Indiana State Police Trooper 
Giver sal she wishes authorities 

ound him as well as his car, 
which was impounded Thursday in 
Atlanta. 

“Its hard to sleep at night 
wondering where he’s at,” said Jerri 
Lynn Cliver, 30, who was shot by 
Cliver inside her home near Dugger 
on March 23. Her boyfriend, Donald 
L. Clayton, was killed by the former 
ISP trooper. 

Cliver, 30, has been charged in the 
shooting death of Clayton, 38, Linton. 

Jerri Lynn Cliver was released 
from the hospital Saturday. 
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“The worst thing is that- an 
innocent man was killed. A good 
man,” she said in a_ telephone 
interview heey night, 

The FBI asi !:\diana cuthorities 
for a warrant to search the 
automobile, state police Sgt. Robert 
Clark said. 

FBI agents established a stakeout 
in. the short-term parking lot at 
Hartsfield. International Airport, 
Atlanta, three days ago after dis- 
covering the car, but Cliver did not 
return, state police said. 

Jerri Lynn Cliver said she’s afraid 
for others as well as herself. “If he’s 


‘done this, it’s hard telling what he’s 


capable of doing.” 
She said she has no feelings 
toward her former husband. “I don’t 
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know him,” she said. She also would 
like to see justice served. ‘‘I want to 
see him punished for killing an 
innocent man.” 

Local state police say they will 
continue their search for the former 
trooper. ‘‘We’re still trying to locate 
Cliver. It [location of the car] doesn’t 
change our method of operation,” 
said ist Sgt. Don Null, an in- 
vestigator at the Terre Haute post. 
‘“‘We didn’t have any idea where he 
was — and we still don’t.” i 

Police found Cliver’s service re- 
volver March 29 near railroad tracks 
just north of Evansville. The weapon 
had been assigned to Cliver after he 
reported losing his revolver. > 

State police Superintendent John 
Shettle fired Cliver on April 2. 
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-A car used by fugitive former 
Indiana state trooper Je $ 
Cli has been located in Atlanta, 
‘Ga, the FBI said Friday. 

» The car was found earlier this 
week at the Atlanta airport, but 
authorities kept quiet about it, hop- 
ing Cliver would return to the vehi- 
cle, which belongs to his wife, Amy. 


= Cliver, 30. Sullivan, is wanted on 

murder and attempted murder 
charges for the shooting death 
March 23 of a Linton coal miner, 
Don Clayton, 38, and the critical 
wounding of Cliver’s former wife, 
Jerri Lynn, 30, at her home near 
Dugger. 


Cliver and Jerri Lynn had mar- 
ried and divorced twice. Their sec- 
ond divorce came about a year ago. 
They had two children, Carly Jo, 5, 
and Caleb Leigh, 2, who were in the 
house at the time of the shooting. 


„A FUGITIVE since the slaying, 
Cliver was stripped of his police 
powers March 31. He had been a 
state trooper about 10 years. 
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He was a road’ patrolman and 
had worked some periods at the 
Jasper and some at the Terre Haute 
state police posts. 

Cliver left two long notes in his 
abandoned patrol car, detailing a 
number of personal problems and 
indicating he was despondent, ac- 
cording to Sullivan County Prosecu- 
tor John Elmore. He did not elabo- 
rate on details of the notes. Cliver 
had used the patrol car at the 
shooting scene. 

Two fires at Cliver’s home Jan. 
31 were being investigated as arsons 
and Cliver was a suspect. A Sullivan 
County grand jury report on the 
matter has been sealed. 


AMY CLIVER testified in a Sul- 
livan Circuit Court hearing that 
Cliver had come home the day of 
the shootings and told her, “You 
won't believe what I’ve done.” She 
testified when she asked him what 
it was, he said, “I shot Jerri Lynn 
and her boyfriend.” 

Cliver and his present wife were 
married Feb. 16 and have one child. 
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The revolver he was issued by 
the state police was found along 
U.S. 41 near Evansville April 1 by a 
Seaboard Systems railroad employ- 
ee. It was a gun Cliver earlier had 
reported losing. Investigators earlier 
said they had not determined 
whether it was used in the shoot- 
ings. 

STATE POLICE officials said 
Cliver began as an excellent trooper 
but encountered work difficulties 
the past two and a half years. Col. 
James Dillman, assistant state po- 
lice superintendent, said Cliver was 
given a two-day extra duty assign- 
ment last year “because of ineffec- 
tive work performance.” 

People who knew Cliver consid- 
ered him a bright person, the pride 
of Dugger Union High School when 
he graduated at the head of the 
class in 1970 and got an appoint- 
ment to West Point. He enrolled at 
West Point in July 1970, but left the 
military academy in October of that 
year and entered the Marines the 
next month. He was honorably dis- 
charged by the Marines Aug. 1, 1972, 
and became a state trooper in De- 
cember 1974. 


Ex-trooper still on loose 


Victim fears al another 
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By SUSAN CRITTENDEN 
Star Special Correspondent 


Dugger, Ind. — Jerrie Lynn 
Cliver lives with fear and bitterness. 


She fears that her former hus- 


band, Jerry W. Cliver, will return to 
try to kill her again. 

She is bitter because Cliver, a 
longtime Indiana State Police troop- 
er, murdered her boyfriend. 

“I want Jerry Cliver found. 
When a policeman kills an innocent 
man, he should be punished. I can’t 
sleep at night,” said Mrs. Cliver as 
she sat in her parents’ home here — 
a home now barricaded to try to 
prevent a repeat of the March 23 
shootings. 


CROUCHED ON a sofa in the 
family room, the 30-year-old woman 
is visibly frightened and upset. Her 
hand is bandaged and she talks of 


needing therapy to arin its use. 

Her mother, Mary Jo Delph, said 
that her daughter “has three holes 
in her lung, and a bullet went 
through her liver and kidney and 
out her back. She had 22 pints of 
blood and the palm of her hand was 
shot out.” 

Authorities believe the 31-year- 
old Cliver’s police training has 
helped him elude capture. A car he 
used to escape was found last week 
in Atlanta. State police officials have 
removed Cliver from the force. 


“We have this house barricaded 
as best we can,” Mrs. Delph said. 
“We have new locks on the doors, 
but we are still nervous.” 


SHE BELIEVES her daughter 
may never be emotionally able to 
return to her own house, the scene 
of the shootings in this southwest- 
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home is in the Delphs’ crue 

Since Mrs. Cliver's recent re- 
lease from a hospital, she and her 5- 
year-old daughter and 2-year-old son 
have moved into her parents’ home. 

It was on the night of March 23 
that Cliver lunged twice and 
knocked down a double-locked met- 
al door at Mrs. Cliver’s home and 
shot her and her boyfriend, Donald 
Leroy Clayton, 38. 


Clayton was divorced about a > 


year ago and had no children. He 
lived in Linton with his mother and 
worked at a nearby coal mine. He 
and Mrs. Cliver met and began 
dating about a month before his 
death. 


MRS. CLIVER worries that the 
victims in this crime have been 
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‘argely overlooked, while Cliver has 
‘been portrayed as likable and bril- 
jliant. i 
~ “I want people to know that 
Donald Clayton was killed. You 
know any man who kicks down a 
‘door and shoots and kills in front of 
his.kids is rotten,” Mrs. Cliver said 
af hêr former husband. 
ASI would take 100 Jerry Clivers 
to make one of Don. He (Clayton) 
was a Christian man, a good man,” 
“she said. 
__ Mrs. Cliver said she and Clayton 
had talked of getting married. 
“Don liked my kids and included 
them in our dates. They liked him 
_too. We would do things together, he 
“would take us all out to eat, things 
like that.” 
MRS. CLIVER recalled the day 
of the shootings. 
` “I had gotten a new car that 
‘day. Don drove the car and he and 
I and the kids alt went into town. 
We got pizza and stopped for Cokes. 
Then we came back and all 
watched TV together.” 
_ _ Her mother then said: “The first 
thing I heard was when he kicked 
“the door down — it was metal and 


had two locks because of him. He 
had parked his car up at the train 
tracks and slipped in through the 
trees.” 


Mrs. Cliver said that as Cliver 
came into her house he had his gun 
in his hand. “Don asked him not to 
shoot, but he shot Don. I went in to 
the kids and he followed. He shot 
me four times in front of the kids.” 


ALTHOUGH authorities theorize 
that Cliver did not plan the shoot- 
ings, Mrs. Cliver and her mother 
believe otherwise. 


“I think he had been planning it 
for two weeks,” Mrs. Cliver said. 
“He had borrowed money from his 
brothers, from people uptown and 
also on his retirement fund.” 

When the shooting occurred, 
Cliver was being investigated in 
connection with a fire at his Sulli- 
van home that police thought might 
be arson. This may also be connect- 
ed to his collecting money and plan- 
ning to flee, Mrs. Cliver believes. 

The Clivers were married for 11 
years before being divorced in July 
1982. They remarried four months 
later and were divorced again after 
about six months. 


“It was never a good marriage,” 
Mrs. Cliver said. “I think it’ hurt his 
pride to lose me. I went back be- 
cause of the kids, but he did not 
treat me well and I decided it was 
not good for the children to see us 
fight and argue all the time.” 


EVEN AFTER the second di- 
vorce, Mrs. Cliver said, she did not 
date until February when Cliver 
married Amy Noble, who at the 
time was a Sullivan County sheriff's 
dispatcher. 

Mrs. Cliver said she has long 
been afraid of Cliver. 

“Sometimes he would follow me 
in his car or stop me on the. high- 
way. I would see his car on the 
railroad tracks near my home. I 
knew he was watching me.” 

So it was something of a sur- 
prise about two months ago when 
Cliver called and asked if she were 
dating anyone. 

“I told him I had been to the 
movies a few times and he said he 
was glad, that all he wanted was for 
me to be happy,” she said. 

MANY OF those who know 
Cliver describe him as a womanizer 
and a heavy drinker. 

Mrs. Cliver remembers him as 


“good looking and a smooth talker” 
1 when she married him. But she said 
“that from the beginning of. their 

marriage, he went out with other 

women. 
For authorities, the main issue 
now is not what went wrong with 


the state trooper of nearly 12 years, 


but where he is. a 
“There's nothing worse than a 
good’ cop going bad,” said Sullivan 
County Prosecutor John S. Elmore. 
Elmore has known Cliver for four 
years and found that.“untiloa» year 
and a half ago, he was an outstand- 
ing policeman and a good worker. 
ions Ji otek 


SS a a 
Since then, hë got inteit With his 
superiors and had “a “few rurins 
with his post commander.” 

Elmore added: “Cliver knows all 
the tricks of the trade and how. to 
avoid being caught. He has nothing 
to lose by running, because cops 
don’t live long in prison.” ; 
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By PAMELA NOLAN Y -lg -—<-y Thenit all seemed to go wrong. 


A a and ROBERTA HEIMAN 
Pad | United Press International 

DUGGER — Fora long 
time, there was a whole 
lot right with Jerry 
Cliver’s life. 

HE WAS the pride and =~ 
joy of Dugger; the high - 
school valedictorian and . 
senior class president . 
who got an appointment 
to West Point. He 
secame a state police 
trooper, went to school at 4 
nights to study pre-law 
and had a lot of friends. 
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CLIVER 


The wife who'd been his high. school 
sweetheart divorced him. i 

He quickly married a woman with whom 
he’d had an affair and a son. 

His supervisors weren't satisfied with his 
job performance: 


And a fire that destroyed his former home 
was being investigated; he was considered a 
suspect. 


Now he’s a fugitive wanted for murder. 

Authorities charge Cliver, 31, broke down 
the door of his former wife’s home on March 
23, wounded her and killed her male 
companion. 

It was not the kind of behavior Cliver's 
friends in Dugger had come to expect from a 
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man they described as “briliant” “and 


“sensitive.” 


IN DUGGER, a coal community where the 
1,118 residents take their religion seriously, 
some saw the slaying as a case of a “good old 
boy gone bad.” 

“The Jerry Cliver we knew wouldn't do it,” 
said one acquaintance. 


The Jerry Wayne Cliver they knew was the 
11th child of William Damon Cliver and Mary 
Martha Leigh Cliver. Both parents died when 
Jerry was young. His older brothers and 
sisters finished raising him. 

When he graduated from Dugger Union 
High School in 1970, he had a lot going for 
him. 

Besides leading the class of about 35 
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students both academically and as senior 
class president, the. six- oot, three-inch 
Cliver played basketball, baseball and 
football. 

“He's smart, brilliant, way above 
average,” said Larry Jewell, owner of Third 
Street Station, one of two Dugger taverns 
visited by Cliver the night of the shooting. 

THE OTHER was Hall’s Uptown Tavern. 
where some local residents described Cliver 
for a visitor. ’ 


‘‘He was the pride and joy of Dugger Union 
High when he got that West Point appoint- 
ment,” recalled one former. schoolmate. 
“Everybody expected hi ings fromy 
hini. Sar yeni ae i i 
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town, had known Cliver for about 18 months. 
“He was very ‘sensitive’ s. it’s. what 


shocked me because he really cared about 
people.” i 


One person she thought he cared about in 
particular was Jerrie Lynn Cliver. “The oni 


thing I ever heard him say about her was that | 


he loved her.” A i 


Cliver and Jerrie Lynn Delph had started 
dating when they were sophomores in high . 
School. They were apart when he enrolled at 
West Point on July 1, 1970, but kept in touch 
perenne: On Oct. 5, 1970, Cliver left West 

oint. f ) 


A month later, he entered the Marines. And 
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Cliver’s youth was full of promise 
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on April 10, 1971, he and Jerrie Lynn Delph were 
married. i 

CLIVER WAS trained as a machine gunner 
and spent some time on jungle operations in 
Panama. It was two years and four months 
after his honorable discharge on Aug. 1, 1972, 
that he became a state trooper and was assign- 
ed to the Jasper post. He spent the next four to 
five years covering Perry County before being 
transferred to the Terre Haute post. 

“I tell you what,” said one Dugger friend. 
“There wasn't anybody prouder ... when he 
wore that uniform than him.” 

One source familiar with operations at the 
Terre Haute post said Cliver was very eager 
when first assigned there. As the years went by, 
however, “T’d say he had an attitude change. He 
wasn’t as efficient as he was when he first 
came.” 

ners were changes in other aspects of his life 
also. , 


His marriage to Jerrie Lynn wasn’t always 
the best, according to one Delph family 
member. Six months after they were married, 
Cliver was seeing other women, she said. 


“THAT'S a known fact around Dugger,” she 
said. 


The marriage lasted until July 9, 1982. 
however, when Mrs. Cliver won a divorce and 
custody of the couple’s two children, Carly Jo 
and Caleb Leigh. 

On Nov. 24, 1982, the couple was married 
again. But the marriage lasted little more than 
a year. Mrs. Cliver filed for divorce again on 
June 2, 1983. 


Attorney Doug Followell of Sullivan 
represented Cliver in that action. 

“I got the impression he didn’t really want the 
divorce,” the lawyer said of Cliver. He said it 
appeared to him that Cliver not only didn’t balk 
over delays in the case, but actually seemed to 
be encouraging them. 

“He kept saying all along, ‘We're going to 
work it out,’”’ Followell said. 


BUT the Clivers didn’t work it out. The 
divorce became final on Dec. 8, 1983, and by 
then there were even more factors complicating 
Cliver’s life. 

He had already fathered a child by Amy No- 
ble, who at that time was a dispatcher for the 
Sullivan County Sheriff's Department. Cliver 
and she were married on Feb. 16 this year. 


payer also was experiencing troubles on the 
job. 

Col. James Dillman, assistant state police 
superintendent, said Cliver has “had some 
counseling concerning his work effort for the 
past 2'4 years.” He said Cliver was given a 
two-day extra duty assignment in 1983 ‘‘because 
of ineffective work performance ”’ 


Last summer, Cliver asked for a transfer 
back to the Jasper district. It took effect Jan. 1 
and he was assigned to Dubois County. 

At the end of that month, a home that Cliver 
owned about five miles southeast of Sullivan 
burned. Cliver was a suSpect in the fire, which 
lead to the twin inquiries by the Sullivan County 
grand jury and the state police internal affairs 
division. 

ALTHOUGH he was not one to discuss his pro- 
blems, Amy Cliver sensed her husband was 


unhappy. She thought he had been increasingly 
morose since being transferred back to the 
Jasper post. 

Amy Cliver said the new job, located three 
counties away from his family and friends, was 
beginning to make him dread each work day. 

In mid-February, Cliver made out a will, ac- 
cording to Sullivan County Prosecutor Joh 
Elmore. 

The provisions of the will were similar tovin- 
structions in notes Cliver left for his former and 
present wiaves before he fled, Elmore said. 

But the prosecutor. who recalled that “If I 
were in trouble, or needed help, I would have 
liked nothing better than to see Jerry coming to 
the rescue,” said the documents shouldn't be 
construed as suicide notes, even though they in- 
dicated despondency. 


“WE HAVE absolutely no question that he did 
this,” said Elmore. “The only question we have 
is why.” 

For police, there is also the question of where 
Cliver is now, with investigators refusing the 
join in speculation about whether he is still in 
Indiana, has left the state or is dead. (His wife’s 
car was found in Atlanta, the FBI reported last 
week.) 

Larry Jewell, the Third Street Station owner, 
has his theory on the question of why Cliver shot 
Clayton and his ex-wife. 

“He'd come in here every other night, 
routinely, especially before he got transferred 
to Jasper. Lately he was reai depressed. He had 
that girl pregnant, he was upset by his divorce, 
he’d beeen transferred and he was being in- 
vestigated for that fire. 

“It was all happening at once . . -I guess he 
just snapped.” 
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EVANSVILLE, Ind. (AP) — A ae, state 
trooper charged with shooting his ex-wife and 
her boyfriend has reversed his detective skills 
to avoid capture for four months and leave in- 
vestigators without a single lead, police say. 

“No one’s seen hide nor hair of him,” said 
Sullivan County Prosecutor John Elmore. 
“There hasn’t been a single lead or any 
sightings whatsoever.” 

The search for accused murderer Jerry 
Cliver, 31, has put investigators in the uncom- 
fortable position of hunting someone who 
knows as much about police work as they do. 

“It’s very unusual for us to be looking for an 
ex-police officer,” said state police Sgt. Lloyd 
Heck, the detective leading the search for his 
former colleague. 

At this point, Heck said, Cliver is unlikely to 
be found unless he tells someone of his past or 
gets arrested for another offense. 

“‘He’ll have to make a mistake,” Heck said. 

A resident of Sullivan, Cliver is a former 
West Point cadet and U.S. Marine who worked 
for state police troops in Jasper and Terre 
Haute for 10 years. 

He disappeared after the March 23 shootings 
of his former wife, Jerry Lynn Cliver, 31, who 
survived, and her boyfriend, Donald Clayton, 
38, who was killed. 

Police said he kicked down the door of the 
woman’s home while Clayton was there and 
shot each of them three times with his .357 
magnum service revolver. 

The gun was found along a railroad track 
near Evansville a week later, but authorities 
were unable to locate Cliver in the area. 

The last lead came April 19, when his car 
was discovered abandoned at Atlanta’s Hart- 
sfield International Airport. 

Investigators say he could have gone to 
California, where he had a close friend, or to 
Puerto Rico, a place he had visited and talked 
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Still no sign of 
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Cliver 


of ing: to, or just about slay ches else. 


Wherever he i is, police say he will be difficult 
to find. 

“It is very possible Jerry could stay hidden 
as long as Jerry wants to stay hidden,” 
Elmore said. “He has a pretty good idea how 
the police and FBI go about making a search 
like this, and he will stay away from the two or 
three errors people make when trying to elude 
capture.” 


FBI spokesman Gorden Gwinn said search- 
es for ex-policemen are unusual and dif- 
ficult. 

“There was one guy who was on our 10-most- 
wanted list for years who never did turn up,” 
he said. 

Cliver’s former boss, Lt. George Lewallen, 
called him “super intelligent, very sharp.” 

“Cliver has what it takes to stay free,” 
Lewallen said. “He has an intimate knowledge 
of police procedures and the ability to talk his 
way out of a lot of things. If he can establish an 
identity, stay out of trouble and get the 
finances to live, he could go on a long, long 
time.” 

Obtaining identification papers and a 
driver’s license under a false name would be 
easy for anyone with police experience, 
Lewallen said. 

Cliver’s law enforcement colleagues were 
stunned by the shootings, although it had been 
common knowledge on the force that he was 
unhappy with his work and his personal life. 

He had also been summoned as a target 
witness by a Sullivan County grand jury in- 
vestigating a suspicious fire that had seriously 
damaged his home Jan. 31. The grand jury’s 
report on the blaze was sealed by a judge at 
Elmore's request. The prosecutor refused to 
say why he wanted the report made secret or 
why Cliver was a suspect. 
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Cliver reverses roles 


18 
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intelligent” former state trooper 
charged with shooting his ex-wife 


and her boyfriend has reversed his 


police skills to avoid capture for four 
months, leaving investigators 
without any leads. 

“No one’s seen hide nor hair of 
him," Sullivan County Prosecutor 
John Elmore said Monday of Jerry 
Cliver, 31. “There hasn’t been a 
single lead or any sightings 
whatsoever.” 

Cliver disappeared after the 
March 23 shootings of his former 
wife, Jerri Lynn Cliver, 31, who 
survived, and her boyfriend, Donald 
Clayton, 38, who was killed. 

The search for Cliver has put 


` investigators in the uncomfortable 


paajtion of hunting someone who 
nows as much about police work as 
they do. 

“It’s very unusual for us to be 
looking for an ex-police officer,” 
said state police Sgt. Loyd Heck, the 


detective leading the search for his: 


former colleague. 
FBI spokesman Gordon Gwinn 
said Monday that searches for ex- 


to elud@téps'6r hunt 


“There was one guy who was on our 
10 Most Wanted list for years who 
never did turn up,” he said. 

Heck said Cliver is unlikely to be 
found unless he tells someone of his 
past or gets arrested for another 
offense. 


“He'll have to make a mistake,” 


‘Heck said. . 


A resident of Sullivan, Cliver was 
a former West Point cadet and U.S. 
Marine and had 10 years with the 
state police in Jasper and Terre 
Haute. 


Cliver’s former boss, Lt. George 
Lewallen, called him ‘‘super_ in- 
telligent, very sharp.” 


“Cliver has what it takes to stay 
free,” Lewallen said. “He has an 
intimate knowledge of police 
procedures and the ability to talk his 
way out of a lot of things. If he can 
establish an identity, stay out of 
trouble and get the finances to live, 
he could go on a long, long time.” 

Obtaining identification papers 
and a driver’s license under a false 
name would be easy for anyone with 


policemen are unusual and difficult. ~ police experience, Lewallen said. 


N Og 
ad 


Nidss 


dJi 


ILVINDWD 10 


ji SHB iyy Attunuiwos 


9! 
8 


Community Affairs File 


-Vigo County Public Library 


EX 


M Met 


Cliver 


TsocT2 1984 


ai nals J nd 


tral 


Communitg Affairs File 


remains cold 


6 months after shootings 


By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Former Indiana State Police 
Trooper Jerry Cliver, wanted for 
the March 23 murder of his 
ex-wife’s boyfriend and for shooting 
his former wife, would not hesitate 
in killing anyone who gets in his 
way and has used his police 
training and knowledge to avoid 
apprehension, police officials say. 

“We haven't heard a thing about 
Cliver for nearly six months now. 
That’s unexpected,” said a veteran 
trooper, who requested his identity 
not be revealed. 

“It’s very unusual for an in- 
yeatigition to go six months and no 
new leads develop. 

“Jerry had a aan problem 
before the shootings. After the 
shootings, we thought he would get 


drunk some night and get ar- 
rested.” 

Cliver virtually vanished after 
the shootings of his former wife, 
Jerri Lynn Cliver, 31, and her 
boyfriend, Donald Clayton, 38, in 
Mrs. Cliver’s Sullivan County re- 
sidence. 

State police at Terre Haute late 
last week received sketchy in- 
formation that Cliver might be 
hiding in a cave in eastern Ken- 
tucky. 

“That’s a pretty general state- 
ment,” the police official said. “We 
haven’t launched a manhunt based 
on that information.” 

The only traces of Cliver are his 
service revolver, the gun used in 
the shootings, and his automobile. 

The .357-caliber Magnum pistol 
was found alongside railroad 
tracks near Evansville several days 
after the shootings. The car was 


found on a parking lot of the 
Atlanta, Ga., international airport 
in late April. 

The local state police official said 
he initially thought Cliver was still 
alive, but now he has some reserva- 
tions about that possibility. 

“He [Cliver] had left some notes 
to friends and relatives that if 
taken literally they implied 
suicide. 

“If he’s still alive, he is a very 
dangerous man. He'd kill anyone 
who gets in his way.” 

Cliver’s former boss, Lt. George 
Lewallen, described the ex-trooper 
“as super intelligent. He has what 
it takes to stay free and an 
intimate knowledge of police 
procedures and the ability to talk 

is way out of a lot of things.” 

A resident of Sullivan County, 
Cliver was a state trooper for 10 
years before being fired April 2. 
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family plans to sue 


i aks J. Barnes 
ri -Star Staff Reporter 


Temi Lynn Cliver, ex-wife of 
former indiana piste eepuce 
Trooper erry Cliver, and her two 
children intend to sue the state for 


Her attorney, Woodrow S. 
Nasser, Terre Haute, has started 
the suit process by issuing three 
separate notices, known as letters 
of intent, which must be sent to 
Gov. Robert D. Orr and the state 
before a suit can be filed. In those 
documents, Nasser’s clients allege 
state police officials were negligent 
and allowed Cliver to serve as a 
policeman when they knew he was 
i 

Cliver is being sought for the 
March 23 murder of his ex-wife’s 
boyfriend, Donald Clayton, 38, and 
for shooting his former wife in her 
rural Dugger home. . 

At the time of the shootings, Mrs. 
Cliver’s children were sleeping in a 
room adjoining the one where the 
incident 
Bia ag fired after the 

001 and remains at | 

Nars letter to state officials 
reads in part, “Jerry Wayne Cliver 


was not qualified to continue as a- 


member of the Indiana State 
nS when pey knew, or should 

ve known 4 that ... se" pobem 
peck mt omestic roblems 
with his ex-wife ... and that they 


a 


state for $900,000 


Co 


kui or albul known M. 
Cliver was capable or violence.” 
Nassers letter also said pe 
former trooper was not in 
manner dismissed, provided witi 
counseling or in any other manner 
relieved of his ee before wr 
shootings. 
The state police, Nasser alleges, G 


y E a .357-caliber handgun to 


the lawman — the gun with which 


Cliver alle y shot his ex-wife 
and her bo; ; ey) 
As a "result aot the ‘shooting, 
Nasser alle Mrs. Cliver has 
suffered tempo and permanent 
rit medical enses and loss 

of present and future earnings. 


Fugitive cop 
added to 


FBI S dist cp 
Chine TERIM- (TND, 
Former Indiana State Trooper 
gerry Cliver, charged in the March | 
shooting of his ex-wife and the 
fatal shooting of her boyfriend, has 
been placed on the FBI’s 
second-highest priority list of 
fugitives. Cliver is being sought for 
interstate flight to avoid prosecu- 
tion, murder and attempted 
murder. 

The fugitive has not been seen 
since the night of the shooting in 
Dugger. Wanted posters bearing 
'Cliver’s photo and physical descrip- 
tion are being sent to 


law-enforcement agencies ~ 


throughout the country. 

Cliver, 31, disappeared after he 
allegedly shot and killed Donald 
Clayton and seriously injured Jer- 
rie Lynn Cliver, his former wife, at 
her Dugger home. `; 

Cliver is 6 feet, 2 inches tall, has 
brown hair and brown eyes and a 
mole by his right eyebrow. His 
build ranges from medium to 
heavy, having weighed anywhere 
from 195 to 237 pounds. He has 
been known to wear a mustache. 
Cliver also has a tattoo of a human 
skull aye banner “Marines” on 
upper right arm. 

FS Oct 2 4 1984 
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Cliver’s ISP revo 
found in New 


Ts DEC 1°9 19 

A person with a handgain 
believed to have belonged to 
Cliver, former Indiana State Police 
frooper wanted for the shooting of 
his ex-wife and for murdering her 
boyfriend, is in the custody of 
Albuquerque, N.M., police, local 
ISP confirmed Tuesday. 

Serial numbers on the standard- 
issue service revolver confirmed 
that the weapon belonged to Cliver. 
Cliver has been on the lam since 
March 23. 

“There was some kind of a tip,” 
leading to the arrest, an ISP 
spokesperson said late Tuesday. 


Mexico. 


“He was wanted for something.” 

ISP has received no identifica- 
tion of who the person might be, 
the spokesperson said, adding he 
could only confirm ISP was con- 
tacted Dec. 14 about the arrest and 
that the gun linked to Cliver was 
found. 

The spokesperson could not say 
whether the subject remained in 
custody of police or what the 
circumstances were of his arrest. 

Attempts to reach New Mexico 
State Police criminal investigators 
were unsuccessful late Tuesday. 
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Gun ‘no major break’: Police 


By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The recent find of a .357-caliber 
Magnum handgun once belonging 
to former Indiana State Trooper 


-derex_Cliver was described as no 
“no major break” in finding Cliver, 


a police official said Wednesday. 

Cliver is charged with shooting 
and seriously wounding his ex-wife 
and killing her boyfriend. 

The handgun was found late last 
week in the possession of a man 
identified as Mark Eugene Karle, 
44, also known as Marco Vincent 
D-Velli and Mark Anthony Gienilli. 


: Vigo County Pu 


He was arrested in- py ae 
N.M., on charges of driving a stolen 
car and possession of a stolen credit 
card 


FBI agent Martin Riggen said 
Karle was arrested at a camp- 
ground near Albuquerque. Cliver’s 
gun was found in the trunk of the 
stolen car, Riggen said. 

He said Karle told New Mexico 
police that he found the handgun. 

Four weeks before Cliver alleged- 
ly shot his former wife, Jerri, and 
her boyfriend, Donald Clayton, he 
had reported his service revolver 
was stolen in Indianapolis. The 
shootings occurred March 23 -in 
Mrs. Cliver’s residence. 
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The gun Cliver reportedly used 
in the shootings, also a state police- 
issue .357-caliber Magnum, was 
recovered near Evansville. 

Cliver has been a fugitive since 
the shootings. 

Police said Wednesday they have 
no reason to believe Cliver is in the 
Albuquerque area. 

Cliver’s former wife notified 
state officials in October that she 
intended to sue the state for 
$900,000 as a result of the shoot- 
ing. Mrs. Cliver claimed that state 
police officials were negligent and 
allowed Cliver to work as a 
policeman when they knew he was 
unfit. 
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EX-TROOPER WANTED FOR MURDER 
CAUGHT 


By Michael Connelly, Staff Writer 
SUN-SENTINEL 


APRIL 23, 1985 | FORT LAUDERDALE 


A former Indiana state trooper sought for a year in a shooting in Terre Haute that left his ex-wife injured 
and her boyfriend dead was arrested by FBI agents this morning at a downtown contruction site near the 


FBI office, agents said. 


Jerry W. Cliver, 31, who was using the name James Zoller, was arrested without incident as he reported for 


work about 8 a.m. at the site near Northeast Third Avenue and First Street. 


"We had been looking for him in Fort Lauderdale area since February and as it turned out we didn't have to go 


far. He was arrested right next door," said FBI agent Martin K. Riggen. 


Cliver, the only Indiana state trooper ever charged with murder, had been sought since March 23, 1984, in the 
death of Donald Clayton and the attempted murder of his ex-wife, Jerri Lynn Cliver, who survived the shooting 


in Sullivan County. 


In the weeks after the shooting the weapon used was found near railroad tracks in Evansville, Ind., and Cliver's 


car was found in Atlanta, officials said. 


From there the trail grew cold until Feb. 8, when a man using the name James Zoller was stopped in Sunrise for 
a traffic violation and charged with having a stolen license plate. Though the man posted $125 bail and left jail 
the day he was arrested, his fingerprints were later matched with Cliver's at the FBI headquarters in 
Washington, officials said. 


"The address he gave during the arrest was bad but we were able to develop information about where he had 
been working," said Riggen. "He wasn't working (at the construction site) any more but was expected to start 
again today. When he showed up, he was arrested.” 
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